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The Best Snack Bar Bargain 

You can use a price graph to compare unit prices for different products.  In this lesson you will construct a price graph 
to compare the prices of five different products.  Then you will use a price graph to determine the price at different 
quantities of a snack bar if you were paying by the ounce.   

 

A. Construct a Price Graph to Compare Unit Prices 
The Buyer Beware research group has collected data on five different products. 
 

Product Number of Units Price 

Oatmeal 14 oz. $2.40 

Tuna 7.5 oz. $2.00 

Penne Pasta 8 oz. $1.00 

Sourdough pretzels 12 oz. $2.60 

Whole Wheat rolls 9 oz. $1.60 

1.  Use the above data to construct a price graph on graph paper. The number of units is the 
independent variable and the price is the dependent variable. 

 
2. Use your price graph to complete a Price Comparison.  For each product, record the price for 1 oz., 3 oz., 

4.5 oz., and 6 oz. 
 

Product 1 ounce 3 ounces 4.5 ounces 6 ounces 

Oatmeal     

Tuna     

Penne Pasta     

Sourdough 
pretzels 

    

Whole wheat 
rolls 

    

 
 
3.  a.  Which product is the most expensive per ounce?   
 
 
 
 

b.  Which product is the least expensive per ounce? 
 
 
 



B. Write about your price graph 
Think about what you have learned about interpreting and making price graphs. 
1.  Write a description of your price graph and what it shows.  Explain how to use your price graph to find 

prices for packages that are larger and smaller than your original package. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Describe how two products will look on a price graph if their prices are almost the same per ounce. 
 

 

 

 

 

C.   Use a price graph to Find Unit Price 

The graph below shows the prices for three different snack bars.  The price of Mercury Bars is $1.00 for 2 oz.  
Jupiter Bars are $2.98 for 3.5 oz. and Saturn Bars are $3.50 for 4.5 oz. 
 
Each of the three dots on the graph shows the price and the number of ounces for one of the snack bars.  
Each line shows the price of different quantities of the snack bar at the same price per ounce.   
        Determine the following: 

1.  Use the price graph to find the price of a 
3-oz. Mercury Bar. 

 
 

2.   Use the price graph to find the price of 
a 0.5-oz Saturn Bar. 
 
 
 

3. Use the price graph to find which snack 
bar has the lowest unit price and which 
has the highest unit price. 
 
 
 

4. Use your calculator to find the unit price 
of 1 oz. of each of the snack bars.  Use 
the price graph to check your 
calculations. 

 

 


